Marin Keport
P
A AI translation A

Note: This document, written at the Chateau de Besques by Maitre Marin, royal nota-
ry, on June 20, 1767, the day after the death of the beast killed by Jean Chastel at
the Sognes d’Auvers, was only found by Mrs. Elise Seguin in 1958 at the National Ar-
chives (file F 10-476, agriculture collection, destruction of harmful animals).

”.C].oclay, the twenticth c{ay of June, one thousand seven hundied and sixty-seven, we, Roch
Etienne Marin, ’zoya[ notawy, gai[gf[ 0][ the /Qoya[ /4[)[)@ 0][ Chazes, Saint Arcons, 0][ the S3a-
sony of Orades, Besques do Chasaiv, appointed 1o the subdelegation of Langeac, for the plea-
sute of W/onseigneu’z de Ballainvilliers, Intendant of this province 0][ /4uve’zgne, in the absence
0][ the Suéc{e[egate, /Laving leaned that the W/a’zqu[s c{’/4pc/u'e’z, g’zeat[y concerned [)g the tevuble
ravages w’zought fo’z sevetal yeas bg a j[e’zocious beast on the horders 0][ this province 0][ /4uve’zgne
and that 0][ gévaua{an, fo’z the destuuction 0][ which he had undextaken countless hunts, but wi-
thout success, and that ﬁna[[y this beast /Laving appea’zec{ again in the pa’zish 0][ Wozey’zo[[es and
the pa’zis/z of Desges on the eig/zteent/c 0][ this month and devoured a child that same c[ay, .
the W/a’zquis d ,/4pc/u'e’z was info’zmec[ and /eﬁ that same c[ay, the eig/Lteent/l 0][ the present

month, at eleven o clock in the evening, with some huntets ﬁom his house and some others ﬁom

his lands whom he /Lasti[y assem[)[ea!, in all twelve in number.
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HMaving moved into his forest on the Margeride mountain, positioned his men, and hunted that
Jorest and then that of the Marquis de Pons, this ferocious animal appeared at around 10:15
a.m. yesterday, the 19th of this day, to one of his hunters named Jean Chastel, from the hamlet
and paish of La Besseyre. The hunter fired a shot at the animal, at which point it fell dead at
the ec[ge of the ][o’zest called La Tenazaire, in the pa?zis/t of %ozey’m//es.

The Marguis d’ Apchier having had the animal transpotted to his chateau of Besques, in the
pa’zis/l of Chariaix, we deemed it appropuate to go there to mg[y its appearance. And while at
the chateau of Besques, the Marguis d” Apchier showed us this animal, which appeated to us to
be a wo&[, but an ext’zao’zdina’zy one, quite algf[efzent n its appearance and propottions ﬁom the

Wolves seen in t/zis egion.

This is what mote than thiee hundved peop/e ﬁom all around who came to see it con][i’zmec[ to us.
Several hunters and many Lnow/ec[geaé[e peop/@ indeed pointec[ out to us that this animal on/y
vesembles a WO# in its tail anc[ /linc[qua’zte’zs. s /leac/, as will be seen ﬁom the fo[/owing propor-
tions, s monstwous; s eyes have a pecu/ia’z memé’zane that starts at t/le lower pait 0][ the socket,

coverng the eyeba// at will.

ks neck is covered with vety t/u'ck, ’zec[c[is/z—g’zey ][u’z, crossed éy a ][ew é)/ack Aanc[s; it /ms a /a’zge

W/zite /lea’zt—sllapec[ ma’zk on (s c/test. _9{:5 paws /lave fou’z toes a’zmec[ Wit/L /a’zge c/aws t/lat extenc[
much ][u’zt/w’z than those 0][ o’zclina’zy Wo/ves; tlley, as well as its very thick [egs, especial[y the ][;zont

ones, aze t/le co[ou’z 0][ a roe c[ee’z's.

¥ his stwuck us as a &ema’zkaé/e oése’wation éecause, n t/w optnion of t/wse same hunters ( WO’ZC[

crossed out in t/le text) , know/edgeab/e inc[ivic[ua/s, and indeed of a// /lunte’zs, wolves /lac[ nevex

éeen seen Wit/1 suc/l colots. B also seemec[ pettinent to note that its 1ibs c[w/ not ’zesemé/@ those 0][
a WO&[, which allowed this animal t/le ﬁeec[om to tutn around easily, W/le’zeas the 1ibs Oj[ Wolves,
éeing Oé/ique/y positionec/, do not permit t/lis ease.
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Jl /1@ propottions we /Lcwe given t/zis anima[ awe:

Iengt/l ﬁom t/ze Aase 0][ t/ze tai/ to t/ze top 0][ t/ze /leac[: t/z’zee feet ( 99 cm) s

From the top 0][ the head to the point between the two outer cotners of the eyes: Six inches
( 16.2 cm),

jr’zom t/ze outer corners 0][ t/Le eyes to t/ze tip 0][ t/le nose: ][ive inc/zes ( 13.5 em )
Wideh ﬁom ear to ear: seven inches [ 18.9 cm ),

Mouth opening: seven inches (18. 9 cm) ,

f/o’zizonta/ width 0][ neck: eig/Lt inches six lines (23 em ),
Slzou[c[e’z Widt/l.‘ eleven inc/les (29.7 cm) ,
Widdh at tail base: eig/uf inches six lines (25 em ),
. ail /engtll: eig/lt inc/tes (21.6 em ) ,
Fail diameter: thuee inches six lines ( 9.5 em ),
Ea /engtll: fou’z inches six lines ( 12.2 em ) ,
Wideh 0][ fo’ze/wac[ below eats: six inches ( 16.2 em ),
Distance between the two outer cotners 0][ the eyes: two inches six lines ( 6.7 cm ) ,
Iengt/L 0][ humetus: eig/uf inches fou’z lines (22.5 em),
Forearm [engt/t.' eigllt inches (21 .6 cm ),
Iengt/L ﬁom last Jownt to nails: seven inches six lines (20.5 em ),
jaw [engt%t: SIX inc/les (16.2 cm),
Nose width: one inch six lines ( 4 em ),
Lower Jaw wic[t/l: one inch t/z’zee /ines ( 3.4 cm) ,
Ineisor [engt/z: one inch thuee lines ( 3.4 em )
Lower Jaw [engt/t.' six lines ( 1.3 cm) ,
Upper jaw [engt/u one inch one line (2.9 em),
7 ongue [engt/u fou’zteen inches ][;zom its oot ( 37.9 cm) ,
(f]ye width: one inch thuee lines ( 3.4 em ),
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J*/ead thickness: seven inches ( 18.9 cm) ,
Mind [egs ﬁam the ﬁ’zst to the second Joint: seven inches two lines ( 19.% em ),

From the second to the thivd Joint to the nails: ten inc/les (27 em ),
Pain width: fou’z inches six lines [12.2 cm) ,
From chestnut to tp I@g /engt/l: six inches ( 16.2 cm ) ,

Penis [engt/z: seven inches (18. 9 em ) ,

he upper jaw is furnished with six incisor teeth, the sixth being longer than the others,

two [a’zge stiaps ot hooks away ﬁom the incisors and one inch /u'g/z, fowz lines (3.6
em), with a diameter of six lines (1.5 em), thiee molas teeth, one quite small and two large, a
Jourth molax larger than the others and to which is almost joined the fifth and penultimate which
is divided into two pats, one extending pependicularly and the other extending hovizontally into
the intetiot of the palate, and finally a sixth molax.

he lower Jjaw s ﬁl’ll’liS/l@C/ with twenty-two teeth: namely six incisots and on each side a
stup similar to t/le upper ones, seven mo[a’zs: the ﬁ’zst vety small and fa’z ﬁom the stup,
t/le next t/t’zee aie /a’zge’z and simi[a’z to t/ze second anc[ t/li’zc[ upper mo/a’z, t/ze fy%, t/le /a’zgest
and longest, is divided into thiee paits, the antevior one éeing s/lo’zte’z, the sixt/z, quite /a’zge, /las

two antetior anc[ /ate’za/ eminences, t/ze sevent/z (s vety sma// anc[ almost equa/.

fW e obsewed a wound thiee lines (0.7 em) below the joint of the vight thigh, both inter-
nally and extemnally, and found thiee lead pellets in the hock. We were assured that
this wound must have been the one inflicted by Monsieur de Lavedrine, Esquire, with a gunshot
two years ago ot theweabouts, plus another old wound on the left thigh neax the joint, plus an old
wound above the eyelid of the left eye which appears to have been made by a shawp instrument.

jrina//y, t/zis animal received the fata/ é/ow ﬁom a guns/zot which pie’zcec[ its neck, severed its tra-
c/zea, and é’zoke its /eﬁ S/wu/c/e’z.
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O ][ the many wural in/laéitants gat/ze’zec[ /w’ze, t/w fo[[owing indivic[ua[s ’zecognizec/ t/zis ant-

ma/ anc/ asse’ztec[ t/lat it was t/te same one t/lat /lac/ causec[ o) muc/1 llavoc:

Piewie _Aret Oj[ Se’wi[[anges, pa’zis/l of /,/enteuges, statec[ t/lat /le shot it in t/le [eft [eg in the
spung 0][ 1766 with the afo’zementionec[ ’zﬂe.

yean pie’z’ze cfouc[es 0][ C,Ea ’Vegsseg’ze, pa’zis/l 0][ Saugues, agec[ 22, stated t/lat /le ][;zeec[ t/tis
Aeast, which was /wlcling a gi’z/ ﬁom the vi//age 0][ .S)auzet, in the spung 0][ 1766, and then
stuuck it with his Aayonet.

g()osepll /Qegou’zc/, }eanf}acques Lawsent, and /gaptiste Ionjon 0][ Se’zvi[[anges stated that

t/Ley had made the beast abandon gui//aume /ga’zt/te/emy, whom it had su’zp’zisec[ while het-
c/ing cattle.

“hangois Laurent, ﬁom La Vacheresse, in the pa’zis/L 0][ Venteuges, agec[ 52, said he had
been attacked by this beast fo’z about thiee weeks.

}osepll Chasse][ey’ze, ﬁom Le 7’161[556, in the pa’zis/z 0][ Chanaleilles in gévaaclan, said he
had been attacked Ag this beast a year ago. B stappec[ his oxen, which wete hatnessed to a
cart, and he had great c/ﬁca/tg c[efenc[ing /u'mseé[ Jespite éeing avmed with a swotd.

Antoine p[antin, ﬁom Se’wié’zes, pa’zis/x 0][ Saugues, agec/ 40, satd t/zat it was t/ze same

anima[ t/zat snatched /zis c/aug/xte’z on Wa’zc/z 2nc/, t/wlt aﬁe’z c/wlsing /ze’z fo’z aéout ﬁve /lLLI’l-
c/’zed paces, /Le lost sig/zt 0][ /w’z na WOOC[, and t/zat /u's daug/zte’z was c/evou’zed.

aitnélém tmon, from Dervieres, paish of Dauqgues, aged 22, saiwd he was the same ant-
/gt/l/ y.S)‘ Sewi p sh Sg gc[ c[/l th ]
ma/ t/lat attacked /Lim na pastuze /ast Septemée’z anc[ at W/li(i/l /le ][i&ec[ a sllotgun.ofau’zent

dal de Dervieres, agé de 17 ans a dit gue ce méme anuma ,avai attagué en deux diffézents
Vidal de Sewietes, age d. dit q mal ['avait attagué en deux différent
Jouts au mots c/e mat c[e’mie’z, qu hewreusement il était axmé d une éal’onnette, sans quot il au-
i péut. ﬂ/ a ajouté avotr vu cette meme bete c[ans un pdtu’za/ c[epuis entour quinze jouts qut

mangeait un enfant de }acques W@y’zonnemc .

Ahntoine cfau’zent, ﬁom .S)e’zvie’zes, ageo{ 12, said he was attacked Ay this beast a month ago
and that without the /Le/p 0][ a man he would have pe’zis/wc{.
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Jaean ﬁe&gougnoux, ﬁom t/ze ][a’zmllouse Oj[ W/ontc/lauvet, pa’zis/z 0][ Saugues, agec[ 48, tO/c/
us that this beast is the same one t/lat devou’zec/ a nine—gea’z—o[c[ boy ﬁom him in March 1766,
t/lat he /lac/ c/zasec[ it fo’z a long time at the tume, éut in vain. _Me ac[dec/ t/zat this beast atta-

ckec/ /um /ast Wa’zc/l, anc[ t/wlt /16 Wou/c[ /lave éeen c!evou’zec[ /1&6[ /le not éeen a’zmecl Wit/l an
i’zon—tippec/ shovel.

Anne Chabanel fom Viallevieille, parish of Saugues, aged 17, said that this same beast at-
tacked her in August 1766 and that it struck her several times with its bayonet, but in vain.
Marguerite Dentil, of Viallevieille, aged 32, said that this beast attacked hex last Lent and
that, had she not been armed with an axe, she would have pevished.

W]a’zie ,Qeéou[ 0][ fl/egsseg’ze, agec/ 19, saic[ t/zat it was t/ze same beast t/zat attackec/ /Le’z /ast
Ient, and sllowec{ us t/z’zee Wouncls it inﬂictec/ aéove t/Le musc/e of /Le’z ’zig/zt awm and anot/ze’z

six inches ( 16.2 cm) /(mg, f;zom the top o][ her pa’zieta/ bone to the back 0][ her c/teek, which
tore oﬂ /Le’z eat. _7 /Le Wouncls /wwe not yet been ’zeattackec/.

Jean G/Lassefey’ze 0][ Veysseyre, pa’zis/z 0][ Saugues, agec[ 44, said that this beast is the same
one that devouted the aﬁ)’zementionec/ Marie Reboul and that it was he who ]L;zeec[ it

Cf)[isaéet/l Wo[he’zat c[e /a /l/eyssey’ze, agec[ 28, statecl t/mt it was t/w same éeast t/Lat c[evou’zec/
Mazie /Qeéou[, to whose aid she wushed with gqecm C/lasse][ey’ze.

Antoine %enti[ de lu ’Veyssey’ze, agec[ 14, stated t/zat /le was attackec/ éy t/zis same éeast na
WOOC/ on t/w sixt/1 0][ t/lis MOI/Ltll anc/ t/wlt he inﬂictec[ sevem[ éagonet Wounds upon tt.

Cat/w’zine .C/Twycenet c[e /a ,Veyssey’ze, agec[ 42, statec[ t/zat s/le was attackec/ Ay tlu's Aeast n
July 1766.

Piewe Coméeui[ de lu ’l/eyssey’ze, ageo{ app’zoximate/y 22, stated that he saw this beast two
yeazs ago /lolc{ing an eig/tt— yea’z—o/c[ C/Li[d, whom it had ove’zpowe’zec/ and would have devoured
had it not been ][o’z the intewention 0][ the child's j[at/le’z. yean I eysseo{’ze, f;zom W]ey’zonne, n
the pa’zis/l 0][ rl/enteuges, agec{ 29, ’zepo’ztec[ éeing attacked twice éy the same animal in the last
eig/lteen months.
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Jaean—p lerie gui//te, ﬁom /Qouve, n t/le pa’zis/l 0][ ’Venteuges, agec[ 40, statec/ that he was bit-
ten on the [eﬁ /1[/9 Ly the same animal two yeazs ago.

ga&t/lé/émy Woussie’z, ﬁom /}/]//ou’zennes, in the pa’zis/l 0][ /Venteuges, agec[ 15, ’zepo’zted éeing
chased Ay the same animal on the ][g% 0][ this month.

g()ean—/gaptiste ﬁe’zgougnoux, ﬁom Vachellevie, in the pa’zis/t 0][ pau[/cac—en—gévauc{an, te-
po’ztec/ Aeing attacked twice Ay the same animal c/u’zing Way.

Ahntoine Veyrier, ﬁom pompey’zeinc, in the pa’zis/z 0][ La /gessey’ze—en—gévauc[an, ’zepo’ztec/
being attacked bg the same animal on the ][g% 0][ this month. Jean Bouwwier, ﬁom pompey—
zeince, agec[ 12, said that while he was in a tree, this same beast came and snatched another

child 0][ his age ﬁom the foot 0][ the twee. _Me and a man who /zappened to be nea’zby wan to
/Le[p, and the beast, seelng itseé[ pu’zsued, veleased its prey.

/ga’ztllé[émy :benti[, ﬁam Septsols, in the pa’zis/L Oj[ La /gessey’ze, agec/ 50, said that this
same beast attacked him in a wood thiee times in the same Jay st /4,0’1[[ and made every

eﬁfo’zt to snatch a small child who was beside him.

Jacques pigno/, ]Lzom pontq/'ou, n t/ze pa’zis/x of (l/enteuges, agec/ 57, saic[ t/zat t/lis same
éeast appea’zed to /Lim na meadow /ast ’W]ag anc[ t’ziec[ to snatc/L one of /lis clli[c/’zen W/zo was

n /1[5 aims.

-/4 Il these /a&ge numbers 0][ inhabitants assuved us that the devastation caused éy this
animal was so tevible that since the last Easter /lolinlays, it had devoured at least twen-

ty—fiue peop[e n dﬁ[e’zent p/aces on t/le éo’zde’zs of gévauc{an anc{ Auve’zgne.

I the above demonstrations /wwing been pe’zfo’zmec[ and citec/, and propottions drawn

éy Master Antoine /3ou[angie>z and Court-Damien ﬂgou/angie’z, Masters 0][ .S)u’zge’zy

wsiding in the town of Saugues, in the presence of M. Jean-Baptiste Aiguillon de Lamothe,
Doctor of Medicine residing in the town of Saugues, during the dissection of this animal, they
showed us that the head, leaving a gap at its sides, perfectly imitates the prow of a ship, and they
extuacted from the stomach a hone which they said was the head of the femut of a medieval child.
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7l /ley also pointed out to us that this anima/, ﬁom the ﬁont /eg to the spine, (s two feet fou’z
inc/les ( 76.8 cm ) tall and that its eyes ate cinnabar ’zec/.

nd we, /Laving ’zequestec[ Monsieur le Wa’zquis d ’/4pc/zie>z and Monsiewr le Comte
d’ Apchier his father, if they wanted this animal in the hands and under the charge of
Nid iZ)esg’zigna’zcl [;&igac[ie?z of the consta[)u/a&y at c[cmgeac present hete, on our tequisition with
two tidets of his brigade, to be sent to Monseigneur de Ballainvilliers, intendant of this province,
Messiewrs le Comte and Marquis d Apchier weplied to us that Monseigneur de Ballainvilliers
was not currently in Clevmont and that they judged it appropriate to keep this animal to dispose

Oj[ it t/zemse[ves n t/w most suitaé/e mannesx.

vom all 0][ t/u'S, we have c/’zawn up the present tepott in fou’z coples which we have signec[
ﬁ. with the said Sieurs de Lamothe, Bou/angie’z and the said Siewr Z)esg&ignaﬂzcl and
have left two to Monsiew le Marquis d’_Apchier who 1equested them and a thid to be sent to
Monseignewr de Ballainvilliers intendant.

z t one on tAe afo’zementionec[ c[ay and year, %/]a’zin, c/e’zk at t/w suéc[e/egation 0][ c[an—
geac, /4gu//10n c[e Iamot/ze, fbocto’z Bou[angie’z, Cib, /gou/angie’z, master sui-

geon, ibesg’zigna’zc/, A’zigac[ie’z.

www. Aetec[ugevauc/an. com
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